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WHO KEEPS TIME?

Nathan Pickard

Who keeps time? Well, if you ask my children, time
is kept by mom and dad as they place limits on the
amount of time they spend sitting in front of a
screen. If you ask the kids on the hockey team that
I help coach, they say coaches keep time as they
monitor how long each shift is, or, if they get
caught for an infraction, the amount of time they
must sit in the penalty box.
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Who keeps t ime? In Chr istendom (when church was the center of  society)  i t  was
the church that kept t ime and t ime was not measured by minutes or hours but
through the redemptive act iv i ty of  God. In Chr istendom, the church kept t ime on
behal f  of  society.  Today, unfortunately,  as Andrew Root helpful ly argues in The
Congregat ion In A Secular World ,  t ime is no longer kept by the church; t ime is
kept by Si l icon Val ley.  Si l icon Val ley is now the t imekeeper.  We don’ t  have t ime
(pardon the pun) to t raverse how Si l icon Val ley became the t imekeeper,  but  we
should explore some impl icat ions. 

First ,  t ime is no longer measured through div ine act iv i ty but by innovat ion.  No
longer does society or ient  i ts  day through the sacred; we or ient  our days
through the latest  innovat ion.  Rather than or ient ing our days through an
engagement wi th God who is present in Word and Table,  we or ient  our days
through the innovat ions that def ine our societ ies.

Second, rather than looking at  past  div ine act iv i ty to determine how to l ive in
this wor ld,  we look towards the next societal  innovat ion to or ient  our l ives.

Third,  growth becomes the measurement of  success, not fa i thfulness. What is
grown this year must be exceeded next year.  And in order for  growth to take
place, again as Andrew Root helpful ly art iculates,  we must accelerate every
aspect of  our l ives.  Accelerat ion becomes the dr iv ing force of  our churches,
inst i tut ions,  fami l ies,  society—for the purpose of  growth.

When the church kept t ime, t ime was ful l  of  demons, angels,  purpose, meaning,
salvat ion and damnat ion.  But now that Si l icon Val ley controls t ime, t ime is
measured by accelerat ion and product iv i ty.

Who Keeps Time, cont'd

Our secular age empt ies t ime so that t ime can be accelerated to meet al l
our immanent needs for product iv i ty and indiv idual  f reedom and
expression. Emptied and aimed for product iv i ty and indiv idual  f reedom,
and expression, t ime only knows how to speed up. Time no longer cares to
serve us or any outside aim; i t  seeks only more accelerat ion for  the sake
of accelerat ion.  We become hamsters on a wheel ,  real iz ing we were never
actual ly chasing the money but just  t ry ing l ike hel l  to not fa l l  behind. We
have to run faster and always worry that  we’re fa l l ing behind. Behind
what? The good l i fe.  [1}

[1] Andrew Root. The Congregational In A Secular Age (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2021), 22.



A friend called me. He was upset. He told me the story of a parishioner who has enjoyed the
pandemic and what the pandemic has done for him, specifically around Sunday morning worship. 
     I click the link. I watch and listen to the worship service while engaging in other activities. It 
     might be golfing (though I admit this feels wrong). More often than not, however, I’m in the car 
     driving somewhere, walking a path through the woods with my wife, or sitting at my desk 
     getting caught up on my emails. 

As I sit and listen to my colleague bemoan what is happening, it’s becoming clear: time is now
measured for productivity, individual freedom, expression and as a result, only knows how to
speed up. We innovate to create more time for ourselves. We purchase the latest technological
gadgets, not so we can have more time to discover divine activity, but so that we can become
more productive. Innovation creates, not more time for transformation, but instead more time for
yield. And with this, where does our hope lie? Our hope lies with Silicon Valley to continue to
innovate so we can have more time. 

Having more time is not the answer to our problems. Discovering the latest innovative technique,
fad or modeling our small churches after a mega-church’s program is not the answer. The answer
is not to “innovate” and to create more programs because this just speeds up time and makes the
few people responsible for the programs even busier and eventually burnt out. The answer is
found in our ability to slow down and discover connections with one another as we deepen our
relationships. 

I can already hear the groaning from many of my friends who will read these words. “I don’t have
time to slow down and to connect with others.” “My job or family doesn’t allow me the time to do
this.” “Who has time to connect deeply with others when I need to rush my kids to their hockey
practice while figuring out how to make three phone calls?” Here in lies the paradox. We keep
rushing thinking that our busy schedules give us a feeling of the good life but in reality our desire
to keep busy feeds into our sense of hopelessness. Only when we are able to slow down and
deepen our connections with one another can we begin to feel alive.

As we inch closer and closer to embodying the vision of a Parish House, one of the outcomes
we're hoping for as we invite a family to move into the neighbourhood will be to help us slow
down, pay attention to the neighbourhood, deepen our connections with the neighbourhood and
to build relationships between the church (God’s people) and the neighbourhood. By doing so, I
suspect we’ll not be hearing stories of hopelessness and tiredness and no time to engage in the
work of God. I suspect we’ll hear a lot of stories about the redemptive work of God and these
stories will feed a narrative of hope.



Penca (front row on left) marched from her
condominium to the church office. She
banged on the door. "Are you building a
cemetery?" Penca asked this question
because she saw us building garden boxes
and they looked like coffins. I laughed and
said they were garden boxes. "Well, how do I
sign up?" It wasn't long afterwards that Penca
grew in friendship with the people of God.

Penca is 94 years old and has been told that
her life expectancy is limited due to cancer.
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Thank You To Our Neighbours 

In the midst of a pandemic, some of our neighbours have taken up the responsibility of caring
for the church property. They dedicate many hours to cutting grass, watering flowers, and
helping with general maintenance. Our neighbours value what our faith community does for
the neighbourhood and this is thier way of helping. We are grateful for the friendships that
are being formed on account of their generosity and desire to help the church. .

Sharing Life Together

What many will not realize about this picture . . . this picture captures how our faith community
has become the conduit where friendships can form in such a way where a mixture of
neighbours and the church spend time together to help a 94-year old friend feel alive.


