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THE WORK OF THE
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Na t h a n P i c k a r d

For those who have grown up in Churches of
Christ, also known as the Stone-Campbell
Movement, it's no surprise to hear that the book of
Acts is our foundational book. The book of Acts
was probably the most preached and taught book
of the entire canon of Scripture throughout our
history. I still remember a professor handing me a
copy of McGarvey's commentary on Acts and
saying, "This is the best commentary you'll ever
read."
continue reading, pg. 3

MEET ANDREA
Sometimes, if there is going to be a future, we need to take risks. We take a risk when we enter into
a new relationship, a new job, or decisions concerning an upcoming surgery. The church is no
different. Consider Peter in Acts 10-15, he and other Jewish people took a risk when they shared a
table with Cornelius and other "Gentiles." Consider Paul when he took a risk traveling to Rome to
defend himself before the emperor. The faith community I grew up in took a risk when they built a
gynmasium attached to their space of worship. Each community of faith will at times have to take a
risk for a new future.
Back in 2008 the Newmarket Church of Christ took a risk. We walked across Davis Drive and into a
neighbourhood that can be described as impoverished, dark, dangerous. We walked into the local
elementary school that serves this neighbourhood and we met Andrea. We invited Andrea one
Sunday evening to tell us about the neighbourhood. We took a risk listening to an outsider tell us
about the neighbourhood. In this conversation we listened and afterwards we risked being present in
the neighbourhood for the sake of the kingdom.
We took a risk and now here are the stories we can tell from taking this risk:

Made over 11,000 sandwiches for children
Watched the local drug dealer walk through
the waters of baptism
Developed a Food basket program during a
pandemic
Through several different unique
partnerships, helped ensure our neighbours
would have a Christmas. In 2020 we helped
80 families, most of whom reside in our
neighbourhood.

Developed a Summer Camp
Developed a monthly neighbourhood meal
where church and neighbourhood share a
table together
Received a $10K grant in 2020 to feed the
neighbourhood**
Neighbourhood, church and school hosted
a fundraising dinner for the Philippines
during the flood of 2008.
Watched residents of the neighbourhood
walk through the waters of baptism: Kenny,
Loren, Maral, Pattie.

We took a risk in 2008 inviting Andrea to tell us about the neighbourhood. As we engaged in
conversations with Andrea, our eyes were opened and this led us on a journey to discover how it is
we can be a community of faith, rooted in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, being Spiritempowered, to proclaim and embody the in-breaking kingdom of God. We took a risk and we must
admit, the risk was difficult. But look at the stories we can tell. As all of us take a risk for the sake of
the kingdom, may God's Spirit give us the courage and strength to take a risk.

** Funding provided by United Way and the Government of Canada

The Work of the Spirit, cont'd
Recently I picked up my Bible and started reading through the book of Acts. It's been awhile. The
stories I began to read were familiar and welcoming, especially during a pandemic. Reading
through these familiar stories, for whatever reason, I started paying attention to the work of the
Spirit. Maybe it's the work of Leonard Allen in Poured Out that was helping me pay more attention
to the work of the Spirit, or maybe it was the readings I was engaging through Discipleship in
Community, co-authored by one of my favorite Church of Christ scholars, John Mark Hicks that
was making me recognize the work of the Spirit. For whatever reason, I couldn't help but notice
how the work of the Spirit permeated the stories as told in the book of Acts.
Poured out upon male and female (Acts 2)
Empowered both Peter and John to speak to the crowds of people (Acts 4)
Poured out upon the followers of Jesus in Samaria (Acts 8)
Present with Philip and the eunuch (Acts 8)
Poured out upon Cornelius and his household (Acts 10)
Paul and Barnabas sent out by the Spirit (Acts 12)
I could go on . . . the work of the Spirit permeates the stories of Acts. Again, recognizing the work
of the Spirit, I began to wonder what the Spirit is doing in our midst today. Are there people whom
the Spirit is being poured out upon that might surprise us, just as the early disciples were
surprised? In what ways is the Spirit empowering people to speak about Jesus the Messiah, just
as the Spirit empowered Peter and John? Who might the Spirit be sending out, just as the Spirit
sent out Paul & Barnabas?
While I have been pondering such questions, I am keenly aware we are in the middle of a
pandemic, and the pandemic is taking its toll. In our faith community, parents could not grieve
with their faith community at the death of their child, isolation is leading people to consider
throwing in the towel, people's employment has been lost, family situations have become
inhospitable, mental illness is threatening the lives of siblings, not to forget that we are situated in
a neighbourhood that struggles with food security.
Again, reading through Acts, I noticed the work of the Spirit. Maybe this pandemic allowed me to
see what has always been present, but never fully realized. Throughout Acts, the early Christians
faced difficult situations. They faced persecution from the Jewish leadership, the threat of death
and sometimes death itself from both the Jewish leadership and the Roman government, famine,
inhospitable towns, not to mention several disagreements that brought division. Through all this,
the Spirit of God was at work. The Spirit didn't stop working in the midst of a famine, threat of
death or in the midst of being persecuted. In fact, the Spirit used these occasions to further the
spread of the gospel. The Spirit used the situations of the early Christians in order for the
kingdom of God to continue to be in-breaking.

I can't help but wonder about the work of the Spirit that is still taking place. In what ways is the
Spirit of God at work in our midst while we live through a pandemic? In what ways is the Spirit
at work to continue to bring forth the in-breaking kingdom of God, even though the pandemic is
playing havoc on our lives? Just as it is described in the book of Acts, the Spirit of God used
the occasions the early Christians faced to further the spread of the gospel; in what ways is the
Spirit using our current situation to further the spread of the gospel?
Pondering this, I continue to ask several questions:
1. How can we be faith communities that will discern the work of the Spirit in our midst?
2. What practices are needed for us to recognize the work of the Spirit?
3. Who are the people that we might describe as "Spirit-empowered" people that the church
needs to listen to during a pandemic?
4. If the work of the Spirit of God gives us hope during a pandemic, how can we live more fully
into the work of the Spirit and how might this give others hope?
The Spirit's work isn't finished. It's still on-going. Reading through Acts and recognizing the
work of the Spirit gives me hope . . . I am hopeful that even as we watch a pandemic threaten
our very lives and existence as faith communities, the work of God will not stop. The Spirit will
take our current situations and somehow, in ways we do not yet recognize, be at work in our
midst so that God's kingdom will continue to be in-breaking. Thanks be to God, Amen!

Helping 80 Families At Christmas

"To be most effective in bringing
about change in a community or
a neighborhood, it helps if you
live there."
Larry James, The Wealth of the poor

Newmarket
Church of
Christ

Sharing the kingdom of
God through friendship
with the neighbourhood
230 DAVIS DR.
NEWMARKET, ON L3Y 2N4

905-895-6502
NEWMARKETCOFC@GMAIL.COM
WWW.NEWMARKETCHURCHOFCHRIST.CA

